OLD WASCO COUNTY PIONEERS
FORM UNIQUE ORGANIZATION
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BY RUTH ELIZABETH SHELDON.
HE DALLES, Or., May 6.—{Spe-

I elal)—The T8th anniversary of

*y Founders' day, May 2, witnessed
the birth of a unique organization at
Tha Dalles tp he known as the 0ld
Waseco County .Plonesrs’ association.

The call was issued by Mrs, Lulu D,
Crandall at the request of the O0ld
Fort Dalles Historical soclety to
those residents of Wasco county from
January 11, 1854 to 1832, when ths ties
of the first raillreaq across the con-
tinent were lald to Partiand.

O!d Fort Dalles, then n primitive
postoffice called “Wascopam,” an In-
dian namc measing “basin containing
n Spring.” was the end of the “Oregon
Trafl” und the counnty seat of what
was undoubtedly the largest county
ever known In history.

Wasce esunty then embraced all of
casternp Orexop tervitory mouth of the
46th paralle! from the summit of the
Cascado range to ths summit of the
Focky mountalne, or nearly twice the
amount of territory that now com-
prises Oregon, |tz area being 130,000
square milea. 1t contalnad mostr of
Idako and a section of Wyoming
larger tban the present state of Con-
neoticut Ons of the first récordod
transactlions of tho board of esunty
commissioners was “lo grant a li-
censa tp C. O, Trwin to keep a ferry
on Green River, §0 mliles above the
Utah ltne,” That point was about
500 miles from the county sent and
80 miles cast of the present boundary
between Idahp and Wyoming.

The region covered more ground
than an empire of Europe—moras than
that of the Britlsh Isles, Italy or Aus-
tria, so that ts appellation of “inland
empire™ s singularly appropriate, It
was at pne Lime <lalmed by five dif-
ferent mations: Spain. England, Rus-
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sin. Franca and our own United
States.

Cur gratitude is due those martyr
missionaries, Jason Lee and Dr. Mar-
oun Whitman, and thesa plonesr men
and women, who etill survice and are
banding together as the Old Wasco
County Ploneers’ association, for the
privilege of erecting the stars and
atripes over this rich and beautiful
sactlon today. From thls nuclsus of
settlement a vast and magnificent
empire, feeding A large portion of the
world with its wheat, frult, poultry,
shoep and cattle, hag sprung from
barren hill and arld plain,

It has been atated that the epic of
the west, the march of thess plonesrs
into the wilderness to cleave out
homes for themsslves and thelr chil-
dren. could be written Into as stirring
a recital as that of the "Illiad" of the
“Odesay.”* It might prove & worthy
second to Moscs' exodus Into the
promisaed land.

They have seen pleturesque atern-
wheel steamboats take the place of
bobbing bateaus of returning fur
traders, which In turn have glven
precedence to great trans-continental
trunk lines along the Columbia. while
the intersecting canyons of the talle-
lands echo no merfe to takling beills
¢f many-horse teaming outfits. but
resound to the “swank, swanking” of
private motor cars.

They are atill hals and hearty,
these grand old peopls and their
meeling was conducted with intereat
and enthusiasm. A "peppy* speech
was made by R. D. Hood, thelr oldest
member, a youth of 8J, whose birth-
day. September 19, nexl. will be the
oconsion of a monster cake baking on
the part of the soclety.

Another “live wire™ was Judge M. C,
George of Portland, whose statement
that when he asrived at The Dalies

in 1851 he was “principally in the
dalry business,” brought a hearty
Iaugh.

udgs Fred Wilson, son of a s=u-
pfeme judge of Oregon's earliest
days, and whose mother. was postmis-
tress st The Dalles, recilled the fact
that ths rine new auditorium in
which they held thelr meeting atood
over blstoric ground that had sesn
the arrival and departure of pony

expréeas riders =snd old-tilme state
conchen.
lear and true came the notes of

“America,” “0l4 Lang Syne™” and “Out
Where the West Begins™ while tha
pledge to the flag was thrilling Ig ita
beautiful solemnity and slgnificunce.

The Initial enrollment conslsted of
325 membera and May 2 was chesen
as the dsile for thelr yearly measting.
By unanimous consent tha following
prominent Dalles people were eslected
officers: Jodge Fred Wilkson, presi-
dant: Mrx. Benton Mays, vica-presi-
dent; R E. Willlams, secretary-treas-
urer, and Mrs, Lulu D. Crandall, his-
torlan.

The purposs of the association will
be to reatore as much as possible the
friendskip and hospltality of bygone
days. and to lend !ts infivence and
inspiration toward a preservation In
such form of historic apots in eastern
Oregon that the present and futurs
generations, journeying pemscefully
alocy the highways of the wast, may
pauss & moment in recognition of the
fact that they ars historic, and that
they beeame 2o through the courage,
the sacrifica ths very heart's blood
of thelr ancsstara, for them.
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